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A study on the system of urban regeneration in Korea

The University of Tokyo (RCAST)
Seungkeun PARK
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Social and economic changes keep cities changing. The vitality of urban areas has been
somewhat lost in Japan, especially after the burst of the economic bubble, along with the
arrival of the ‘depopulating society’. To cope with this problem, various projects are
proceeding under a newly established framework of urban regeneration. This trend is
also observed in other countries, and Korea is a good example of a country undergoing
marked changes. The purpose of this study is to examine the framework and reality of
the urban regeneration projects in Korea, extracting their features and summarizing them
with a view to finding constructive suggestions for Japan. Japan led the way in urban
regeneration and Korea certainly learnt from it. However, these days there are examples
in the Korean system that Japan can look into. such as decentralization of power,

sustainability and public interest.
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