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Using residential basements has been generally prohibited since 1950 in Japan. It has started to be allowed since
1994 discounting floor-area of the basements in calculating floor area ratio. This study analyzed how the
discounting system has changed residential areas in Setagaya Ward, Tokyo. It revealed that most detached
houses with basements are wooden, and 3-story and their increase has caused site subdivision, decrease in green
and vulnerability to disasters. On the other hand, since most housing complexes with basements are made of
reinforced concrete, their increase hasn’t caused site subdivision, decrease in green and vulnerability to disasters.
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